
SNAP Surgery Eligibility & Medical Considerations 

Medical Conditions That Prevent Surgery at SNAP 

SNAP cannot perform surgery on animals with the following medical conditions, as they significantly increase the risk of surgical and anesthesia complications. These 
pets should have surgery at a full-service veterinary clinic, where a pre-surgical exam, diagnostics, treatments, and a personalized anesthesia plan can be provided. 

1. Seizures 

2. Diabetes 

3. History of previous C-sections or abdominal surgeries 

4. Signs of congestive heart failure 

5. Signs of moderate to advanced respiratory disease 

6. Signs of moderate to advanced heart disease 

7. Bloody diarrhea 

8. Active cough 

9. Severe obesity 

10. Certain Medications (e.g., steroids/prednisone) – Some medications and supplements can affect healing or increase bleeding risk. If your pet is on 
medication, call us before scheduling surgery. 

 

Conditions That May Require Special Consideration 

The following medical conditions or situations may increase surgical time or risk for complications. If your pet has any of these conditions, they may be better served at a 
full-service veterinary clinic, where a personalized surgical and anesthesia plan can be created. These pets may benefit from: 
   A comprehensive pre-surgical exam 
   One-on-one vet-to-owner discussion of risks 
   Extensive post-surgical monitoring 
   Pre-surgical diagnostics or treatments 

SNAP cannot provide these services. If you choose to proceed with surgery at SNAP, you will need to sign a high-risk consent form. Additionally: 

• You may experience longer intake times for a veterinarian to evaluate your pet. 

• The staff veterinarian has the final say on whether surgery can proceed. There is no guarantee your pet will have surgery on their scheduled day. 

• If a medical concern is detected during the vet's physical exam and we cannot reach you, surgery may be canceled.  

Conditions That May Require Extra Consideration at SNAP: 

1. Uncomplicated heart murmur 

2. Uncomplicated diarrhea 

3. Cough – Due to the increased spread of severe respiratory disease, SNAP will not perform surgery on coughing dogs. 

4. Heartworm-positive dogs – If treatment has not started and no clinical symptoms are present, surgery may proceed. If treatment has started or symptoms are 
present, surgery will be declined. 

5. Obesity – Severe obesity and cryptorchidism may result in surgery being declined. 

6. Advanced age (over 8 years old) 

7. Upper Respiratory Infection (URI) signs 

8. Weight considerations – Dogs over 70 lbs may require scheduling when two surgeons are available. Call us to arrange. 

9. Breed-specific risks – Some breeds have higher anesthesia risks. SNAP recommends surgery at a full-service clinic. However, if financial constraints 
prevent this, we will discuss the risks, and you will need to sign a high-risk consent form. Additional tests and costs may apply. 

 

Breed-Specific Risks: 

Brachycephalic Breeds (Flat-faced breeds: Boston Terrier, Bulldogs, Boxers, Lhasa Apso, Pekingese, Persian, Pug, Shih Tzu) 

• Higher risk of airway complications and respiratory distress, including sudden death under anesthesia. 

• These breeds are best suited for surgery at a full-service clinic. 

Greyhounds, Whippets 

• Prolonged anesthesia recovery and increased bleeding risk. 

• Pre-surgical blood tests and a customized anesthesia plan are highly recommended. 

Dobermans 

• Higher risk of excessive bleeding. 

• If surgery is performed at SNAP, a BMBT (Buccal Mucosal Bleeding Time) test will be required at an additional cost. 

Cavalier King Charles Spaniel 

• Predisposed to unknown heart disease, which can lead to sudden death under anesthesia. 

• Cardiac testing is strongly recommended before surgery. 

Certain Cat Breeds (Maine Coon, Norwegian Forest Cat, Ragdoll, Sphynx) 

• Higher risk of Hypertrophic Cardiomyopathy (HCM), a potentially fatal heart condition that may not be detected on a physical exam. 

• Cardiac testing is recommended before surgery. 

 

For any questions or concerns, please contact SNAP before scheduling surgery. We want to ensure the safest care for your pet! 

 


